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Major Themes in Ephesians 1:3-14
UNION WITH CHRIST (3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13)

RICHES/INHERITANCE (3, 6, 7, 8, 11, 14)

GLORY (3, 6, 12, 14)

ELECTION (4)

LOVE (4, 6)

DIVINE WILL/PLAN (4, 5, 9, 10, 11)

ADOPTION (5)

PREDESTINATION (5, 11)

GRACE (6, 7)

REDEMPTION (7, 14)

RECONCILIATION (7, 10)

WISDOM (8)

UNDERSTANDING (8)

MYSTERY (9)

SALVATION (13)

FAITH/BELIEF (13)

HOLY SPIRIT (13, 14)

Ephesians 2:1–10 CSB
1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins 2 in which you previously walked 
according to the ways of this world, according to the ruler of the power of the air, the 
spirit now working in the disobedient. 3 We too all previously lived among them in our 
fleshly desires, carrying out the inclinations of our flesh and thoughts, and we were by 
nature children under wrath as the others were also. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, 
because of his great love that he had for us, 5 made us alive with Christ even though we 
were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace! 6 He also raised us up with him and 



2Exported from Logos Bible Software, 4:31 PM November 27, 2022.

seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might 
display the immeasurable riches of his grace through his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
8 For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s 
gift—9 not from works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do.

Basic outline of Ephesians 2:1-10
• Verses 1-3: An explanation of our former plight as objects of God’s wrath

• Verses 4-7: An explanation of how God saved us from our former plight

• Verses 8-10: An explanation of the gracious nature of our salvation

v8
Looking at the cross-reference section of our study Bibles, what are some of the cross-
references for verse 8?  Can you think of any others on salvation being by God’s grace?

Who is the subject, or the recipient of the salvation that Paul references in verse 8?

When was that salvation completed, and are its results still in effect at the time Paul 
writes this?

Who is the initiator of this salvation?  Is it the subject (recipient)?  Or does the subject 
merely have this saving work done to them?

What do you think that the word “this” refers to in verse 8?  

Our study Bible notes say, “We must not portray grace as God’s part and faith as our 
part, for all of salvation is a gift from God.”  Do you agree with or disagree with this 
statement?  Why?

Francis Foulkes wrote: “The human part in receiving [salvation] can be described simply 
by the words through faith (cf. Rom. 3:22, 25; Gal. 2:16; 1 Pet. 1:5). And this faith is 
defined best as a turning to God with a sense of need and weakness and emptiness 
and a willingness to receive what he offers, to receive the Lord himself (John 1:12).”

Frank Thielman, in his commentary on Ephesians 2:8 says, “In Paul’s thinking, faith is 
not something that people offer to God and with which God’s grace then cooperates to 
save them. Rather, faith is aligned with grace, and both faith and grace stand over 
against anything that human beings can offer God: it is neither a work deserving 
payment nor a ground for boasting.”

v9
What passage does verse 31 of 1 Cor 1 reference as a quotation?


