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Ephesians 2:1–10 CSB
1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins 2 in which you previously walked 
according to the ways of this world, according to the ruler of the power of the air, the 
spirit now working in the disobedient. 3 We too all previously lived among them in our 
fleshly desires, carrying out the inclinations of our flesh and thoughts, and we were by 
nature children under wrath as the others were also. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, 
because of his great love that he had for us, 5 made us alive with Christ even though we 
were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace! 6 He also raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might 
display the immeasurable riches of his grace through his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
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8 For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s 
gift—9 not from works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do.

Basic outline of Ephesians 2:1-10
• Verses 1-3: An explanation of our former plight as objects of God’s wrath

• Verses 4-7: An explanation of how God saved us from our former plight

• Verses 8-10: An explanation of the gracious nature of our salvation

Comparison table of Eph. 2:1-3/4-6 from CSB Study Bible 
Notes:
OLD LIFE (vv. 1-3)  vs.  NEW LIFE (vv. 4-6)

OLD: We were dead (1)    NEW: We have been made alive (5)

OLD: We were enslaved (2)

OLD: We were objects of wrath (3)     NEW: We are objects of grace (5)

OLD: We walked among the disobedient (2-3)    NEW: We walk in life with Christ (5)

OLD: We were under Satan’s dominion (2)

v5
This last little phrase in verse 5 includes two of our metathemes from Ephesians 1:3-14.  
Which ones?

In the last phrase of verse 5: “You are saved by grace,” the verb “saved” (Gk sesosmenoi) 
is in the perfect tense.  In Koine Greek, the perfect tense denotes a completed action 
which has produced results that are still in effect all the way up to the present.  So our 
salvation is a finished, completed action by His grace, and it has continuing 
ramifications even up to now.

Reflect on this for a moment.  Consider how in God’s grace you were saved, how you 
are being saved currently, and how you will continue to be saved.  What were you saved 
out of?  How is your salvation currently being applied to you by God?  What does it 
mean that that work will continue? (See Phil. 1:6 on this last one)

v6
What do you think Paul means by saying that God has already “blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavens (1:3),”  “raised us up with Him,” and “seated us with 
Him (2:6)”?  How can we understand this terminology?
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v7
What is a cross-reference for the verse 7 concerning the gracious nature of our 
salvation (Hint: see study note on this verse)?

Comparison table of Eph. 2:1-3/4-6 from CSB Study Bible 
Notes:
OLD LIFE (vv. 1-3)  vs.  NEW LIFE (vv. 4-6)

OLD: We were dead (1)    NEW: We have been made alive (5)

OLD: We were enslaved (2)     NEW: We are enthroned (6)

OLD: We were objects of wrath (3)     NEW: We are objects of grace (5)

OLD: We walked among the disobedient (2-3)    NEW: We walk in life/fellowship with 
Christ (5)

OLD: We were under Satan’s dominion (2)     NEW: We are in union with Christ (6)


